Dates for the diary

Monday 4th February
Thursday 28th February
Friday 1st March 2019
Friday 12th April
Saturday 13th April
Friday 26th April
Sunday 28th April
Friday 3rd May
Friday 10th May
Sunday 12thMay
Sunday 12th May

Thursday 4th July 2019

27th July - 4th August 2019

Sunday 18th August

End of October

Hayes, Bromley and Keston Croquet Club

Newsletter — January 2019

Final date for booking places for the New Year meal

New Year Meal at The George, Hayes

Subscriptions due

Quiz Night

Provisional date for start of season

Practice for charity one-ball (10 am start)

Charity one-ball competition (10.30 am start)
Resetting golf croquet handicaps (10 am start)
Resetting golf croquet handicaps (10 am start)
Final of the One-Ball Competition at Surbiton CC
National Croquet Day

Special anniversary event at Langley Park Golf Club
(6.30 pm for 7 pm)

GC World Championships at Southwick

Eastbourne, Worthing & Tunbridge Wells

Founder’s Day celebration (11.30 am start)

End of season




The Future of the Club

As most of us know, the planning application to convert the squash courts into a
nursery was rejected by Bromley Council on 7th. December. The applicant, the
Old Dunstonians', have 6 months to lodge an appeal against this decision. If the
appeal is upheld, then we will lose our croquet lawns to the Park Langley
Tennis Club. It is quite possible that the appeal will be accepted by Bromley,
but with amended conditions; only time will tell what may happen. At the
moment, no appeal has been raised, though the OD's have confirmed they will
be doing so.

Your committee has been involved in talks with the Park Langley Tennis Club,
and we are actively considering all possible options, including finding a new
site for the club. At any rate, we have been promised a contract for the 2019
season, though this season may have to be cut short when, or if, work goes
ahead to convert our lawns into tennis courts. We have been promised that
whatever happens, no work will begin on the lawns till 'Autumn 2019'.

Rest assured we are doing what we can to ensure the future of the club.

Tony

Golf Croquet Rules

The 5th edition of the rules comes into effect on March 1st 2019.

On the next two pages is an article by the World Croquet Federation which outlines the
principal changes to the existing rules.

Along with the email copy of the newsletter you will find (a) a file entitled “Rationale for the
5th Edition of the WCF rules of Golf Croquet” which gives more information on the
significant changes and (b) a copy of the new rules. Both of these can be found at the WCF
website: www.worldcroquet.org.uk/index.php/latest-news/325-new-gc-rules-published.

Shortly The Croquet Association shop will have copies of the rule book on sale.



http://www.worldcroquet.org.uk/index.php/latest-news/325-new-gc-rules-published

WCF Rules of Golf Croquet
Principal Changes in the 5th Edition

General
This is a summary of major changes. More detail and explanations may be found in the
Rationale document.

Offside balls

If a player plays an onside ball before a direction has been given about their offside ball, the
onside ball cannot now be recalled.

Court and Equipment
The court boundary is now the same as for AC so a ball leaves the court when an edge
crosses the boundary instead of its centre.

Scoring clips are now not Outside Agencies when attached to a hoop, so it is safe to leave
them in place when attempting to run a hoop. However, either side can now require a clip to
be removed before the stroke is played. Requirements for the adjustment of hoops and the
peg are now set out.

Faults
Non-Striking Faults no longer exist. They are now treated as interferences, and corrected,
but there is no penalty. Striking faults are now just faults.

Two faults have been removed. These are the ones relating to “resting” the arm on the
ground, leg, or an outside agency. These are seen as occurring predominantly in strokes
used in AC that are rarely seen in GC. The fault of touching the head of the mallet is now
limited in time to the forward swing in which the stroke is played. This recognises that such
touching after the swing is completed gives the player no advantage.

The Turn and the Striking Period

Turns now begin as soon as the previous turn ends. There is no gap. This change enables the
striking period to begin before the ball is struck and, consequently, simplifies the fault rules.

The striking period now begins when the player takes up a stance with the apparent
intention of playing a stroke. This means that some errors can now be treated as faults
which were previously non-striking faults. It is possible to interrupt the striking period by
breaking the stance, but this does not avoid faults already committed.

Strokes may now be declared to be played. A player declaring a stroke must say which ball
would have been played.




Wrong Ball Play

The GCRC considered a proposal to apply the “full penalty” for all forms of wrong ball, not
just playing an opponent ball, as was the case under the 2nd Edition from 2005 to 2008.
However, it concluded that the emphasis should be on prevention of wrong balls by early
forestalling and, when they do occur, obtaining a fair continuation of play rather than on
punishment. Accordingly, the general remedy for all wrong ball situations, including playing
an opponent ball, is now “Replace and Replay” which encourages players to forestall if they
see the other side about to play a wrong ball.

However, because “Replace and Replay” can lead to “gift hoops” in some situations when a
side plays its partner ball instead of the striker’s ball, the non-offending side now has the
option of a Ball Swap as well as Replace and Replay. If Ball Swap is chosen, the wrong ball is
swapped with the offending side’s other ball (i.e. the striker’s ball that should have been
played). The non-offending side then plays the next stroke with the ball that follows in
sequence after the offending side’s other ball. Hence, if play goes Bab Blue, Ray Yellow, play
stopped and Ball Swap is chosen by Bab, Yellow and Red will be swapped and Bab will then
play Black.

Penalty area and penalty area continuation

The penalty spots have been replaced by penalty areas which are semi-circles of radius 1
yard centred on penalty spots D and E. This reduces the possibility of blocking tactics when
two or more balls are to be played from the same penalty area.

The penalty area is now also used to continue the game in three rare situations where a
neutral continuation process (called a “penalty area continuation”) is needed. The first is
when it is discovered that one or more hoops have been run out of order (which is similar
to the process in the 4t Edition). The other two are (1) in overlapping play where both
sides are in error and (2) when a side has played a wrong ball because the previous turn
was played by the other side with an opponent’s ball.

Communication of decisions

The rules now specify the obligations of the two sides to communicate decisions and to
respond promptly to requests for information or decisions in relation to:

» offside ball directions;

» whether Replace and Replay or Ball Swap will apply;

» whether balls are to be replaced after a fault;

» the state of the game; and

» whether an extra stroke will be played in a handicap game.

Behaviour
Options available to referees to deal with misbehaviour have been increased.

Brian Boutel

Chairman, WCF Golf Croquet Rules Committee
17 June 2018




PRE-STASON MTAL

Our Pre-season get-together will take place on Thursday 28
February 2019 at 12.30 at MILLER AND CARTER, Pickhurst
Lane, West Wickham. (Note change of venue)

There is a fixed price lunch menu which costs £7.95 for one
course, £10.95 for two courses and £13.95 for three courses.
Drinks are extra and can be purchased at the bar.

For details of the menu please consult the website
www.millerandcarter.co.uk

Menu choices do not have to be notified in advance but |
need to pay a deposit by the beginning of February. It will be
easiest if you could send me the full cost of the meal upfront.

Please can you send the appropriate amount (£7.95, £10.95

or £13.95) to me by Monday 4 February 2019 and make your

cheques payable to HBKCC. See attached form. If you prefer

to pay by internet banking please email Frances or David for
the account information.

You will notice that a few items on the fixed price menu
attract a small supplement. If you choose one of these please
pay the extra on the day.

Thank you

Frances Clemenson

9 Fosters Close, Chislehurst, BR7 6NG 020 8289 8338

francesclemenson@gmail.com




PLEASE LET ME HAVE ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER BY

February 15th

Order form for
HBKCC PRE-SEASON MEAL
12.30pm THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY
MILLER & CARTER
PICKHURST LANE

| enclose a cheque for £7.95 (ONe COUrSe)....uummmmiimiiriiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeenn,
£10.95 (TWO COUISES)..uuununnrnnrnnrrnrrrrrerrrerennenne.

£13.95 (Three courses).......cccceeeeeeeeeeeececnnnnnns

Please tick as appropriate and make your cheques payable to HBKCC. Send to
Frances Clemenson

9 Fosters Close

Chislehurst BR7 6NG




